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Another great summer is upon us!  The first half of the 

year was amazing, and we are busy at J. Franklin Burns, 

P..C. celebrating birthdays, employment anniversaries, 

and all of the successes of our outstanding employees. 

Several impressive milestones were hit, and we extend 

heartfelt congratulations to each of these hardworking 

and dedicated staff members.  

Ms. Jeanne Lappin celebrated her 13th work anniversary 

at J. Franklin Burns, P.C., Yazmin Rodriguez celebrated 

12  years of service, Alison Easterby celebrated 6 years, 

and  Tabatha James celebrated two years of service as 

well. We appreciate all of you and all you do! 

We are so grateful for our super clients, friends,               

colleagues, and families as well as all of the referrals, 

words of  appreciation and notes of thanks sent our way. 

We’ve included a great recipe and important information 

regarding workers’ compensation in the newsletter, and 

don’t forget to send in your response for the trivia      

challenge! 

We look forward to an incredible second half of the year! 

Enjoy your summer! 

New Additions, Staff      

Spotlight & Challenge 

Recognizing staff &     

Quarterly Challenge! 

 CONGRATULATIONS 

to  

Quentin Sims! 

 

  

 

 

Be sure to look for the  

July Newsletter Challenge  

in this issue for a chance to win  

a $25 gift card! 

He is the winner of the  

February Newsletter Trivia Challenge  

and won a $25 gift card! 
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      Tips for Attending an IME Arranged by the Insurance Company 

                                     Meghan E. Clevenstine, Esq.                                                                                

                                                    

Whether your workers’ compensation claim has been accepted by the Employer/Insurer or denied, 

you may be instructed to attend an Independent Medical Exam (or “IME”) with a doctor selected by 

the insurance company. This doctor likely is not a neutral party. He or she was chosen for a reason.  

Even so, you are required to attend the appointment. Pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 34-9-202(a) employees 

must submit to IMEs “at reasonable times and places” after an injury. Often the insurance company 

will utilize an IME to determine whether to accept your claim or deny it. They may also use an IME to determine whether a 

surgery recommended by your treating physician is “medically necessary.” If the IME doctor disagrees with your treating 

physician, the insurance company may choose not to authorize recommended treatment.  

 Because Employers and Insurers put so much stock in what the IME doctor thinks, it is import you present well  

immediately before, during and after your IME. First, the insurance companies often request a private investigator to follow 

you to and from your IME. This is a perfect opportunity for them to guarantee the investigator will find you out and about. 

Surveillance is not something to be afraid of, but how you act before arriving at the IME and after leaving needs to be    

consistent with the complaints you report to the doctor. For example, if you tell the doctor that your back injury makes it 

impossible for you to lift your infant child, it would be very problematic if you went to the grocery store after your IME and 

loaded large cases of soda into your cart. Another example might be that you wear a splint or brace occasionally, depending 

on how you are feeling on a given day. It looks very bad if you are running errands without your splint, but then put it on 

just to attend your IME and take it back off immediately after your appointment. Behaviors like this can lead the insurance 

company to conclude you are exaggerating your symptoms.  

 You should make every effort to present well at your IME appointment. Dress neatly; be kind and courteous to the 

office staff, as well as the nurses and the examining physician. Do not exaggerate your complaints, but be clear and       

thorough when describing your symptoms. Remember the doctor has been hired by the insurance company to give a very 

conservative opinion, so do not become upset or combative, even if it appears the doctor is not taking your complaints     

seriously. Even if the doctor issues an unfavorable opinion, there are plenty of things your lawyer can do to try counter        

balance it, including obtaining a second IME opinion from another doctor. Ultimately, your most important task       

throughout the life of your workers’ compensation claim is to be honest about your accident and injuries, and this includes 

being honest with IME physicians.  

 

 

    Yogurt & Fruit Parfaits 

Ingredients:  

 3 cups vanilla nonfat yogurt 
 1 cup fresh or defrosted frozen 

strawberries in juice 
 1 pint fresh blackberries,     

raspberries or blueberries 
 1 cup good quality granola 

 

 

Directions: 

 
Layer 1/3 cup vanilla yogurt into the bottom 
each of 4 tall glasses.  

Combine defrosted strawberries and juice 
with fresh berries.  

Alternate layers of fruit and granola with   
yogurt until glasses are filled to the top. 

Serve parfaits immediately to keep     
granola crunchy. 
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J. Franklin Burns, P.C. Welcomes Zaheen Sidik! 

  

July Challenge!!! 

Fill in the blank. 

 

A list of doctors your employer 

has approved to treat injured 

employees is called a  

________ of physicians. 

 

The 1st participant to 

email Tabatha@jfblaw.com 

with the correct answer will 

win a $25 Amex Gift Card! 

Good luck! 

Previous winners may not enter. 

Check out more games and contests in   

upcoming issues! 

    Jeanne Lappin            Alison Easterby 

 13th Anniversary                                 6th Anniversary 

 

   Yazmin Rodriguez             Tabatha James 

   12th Anniversary             2nd Anniversary 

 

                                                                                    

Congratulations on your work anniversaries at          

J. Franklin Burns, P.C. Thank you for all you do! 

 

With over 10 years of experience       

g iv ing customer serv ice and                          

administrative training to successful  

businesses throughout the  Atlanta 

area, Zaheen looks forward to         

working closely with her co-workers to 

give each JFB client an unprecedented, welcoming 

experience.  

 

She was raised in Georgia and went to college for       

Business Administration in Atlanta.  

 

Zaheen’s interests include music, reading,           

skydiving, and hiking with her American Bulldog, 

Joanie.  

Welcome aboard, Zaheen! 

July is  

National Ice Cream Month! 

In 1984, President Ronald Reagan 

designated July as National Ice 

Cream Month and the third Sunday of 

the month as National Ice Cream Day. 

 

 The average American consumes  

almost 22 pounds of ice cream per 

year   

       International Dairy Foods Assoc. 
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(Pictured Left to Right) J. Franklin Burns, Shannon D. 

Rolen, Meghan E. Clevenstine, and John B. Corbally 

Auto Accidents 

Truck Wrecks 

Personal Injuries 

Medical Malpractice 

Slip and Fall Accidents 

Wrongful Death 

Product Liability  

Remember! We work with attorneys across the state in 

matters outside of workers’ compensation. As a result, we 

can help you, a loved one, or a friend with injury cases   

WE CAN HELP! 

We have 67 years of combined legal experience  and have recovered over $80 million             

for our clients since 2002. 

Call (404) 303-7770 today for your free consultation! 


